
Changes to legislation: Competition Act 1998, Section 47B is up to date with all changes known to be in force on or
before 24 April 2023. There are changes that may be brought into force at a future date. Changes that have been made
appear in the content and are referenced with annotations. (See end of Document for details) View outstanding changes

Competition Act 1998
1998 CHAPTER 41

PART I

COMPETITION

CHAPTER IV

[F1APPEALS BEFORE THE TRIBUNAL AND PROCEEDINGS AND
SETTLEMENTS RELATING TO INFRINGEMENTS OF COMPETITION LAW]

[F1Claims for loss or damage: proceedings before the Tribunal]

[F147B Collective proceedings before the Tribunal

(1) Subject to the provisions of this Act and Tribunal rules, proceedings may be brought
before the Tribunal combining two or more claims to which section 47A applies
(“collective proceedings”).

(2) Collective proceedings must be commenced by a person who proposes to be the
representative in those proceedings.

(3) The following points apply in relation to claims in collective proceedings—
(a) it is not a requirement that all of the claims should be against all of the

defendants to the proceedings,
(b) the proceedings may combine claims which have been made in proceedings

under section 47A and claims which have not, and
(c) a claim which has been made in proceedings under section 47A may be

continued in collective proceedings only with the consent of the person who
made that claim.

(4) Collective proceedings may be continued only if the Tribunal makes a collective
proceedings order.
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(5) The Tribunal may make a collective proceedings order only—
(a) if it considers that the person who brought the proceedings is a person who, if

the order were made, the Tribunal could authorise to act as the representative
in those proceedings in accordance with subsection (8), and

(b) in respect of claims which are eligible for inclusion in collective proceedings.

(6) Claims are eligible for inclusion in collective proceedings only if the Tribunal
considers that they raise the same, similar or related issues of fact or law and are
suitable to be brought in collective proceedings.

(7) A collective proceedings order must include the following matters—
(a) authorisation of the person who brought the proceedings to act as the

representative in those proceedings,
(b) description of a class of persons whose claims are eligible for inclusion in the

proceedings, and
(c) specification of the proceedings as opt-in collective proceedings or opt-out

collective proceedings (see subsections (10) and (11)).

(8) The Tribunal may authorise a person to act as the representative in collective
proceedings—

(a) whether or not that person is a person falling within the class of persons
described in the collective proceedings order for those proceedings (a “class
member”), but

(b) only if the Tribunal considers that it is just and reasonable for that person to
act as a representative in those proceedings.

(9) The Tribunal may vary or revoke a collective proceedings order at any time.

(10) “Opt-in collective proceedings” are collective proceedings which are brought on
behalf of each class member who opts in by notifying the representative, in a manner
and by a time specified, that the claim should be included in the collective proceedings.

(11) “Opt-out collective proceedings” are collective proceedings which are brought on
behalf of each class member except—

(a) any class member who opts out by notifying the representative, in a manner
and by a time specified, that the claim should not be included in the collective
proceedings, and

(b) any class member who—
(i) is not domiciled in the United Kingdom at a time specified, and

(ii) does not, in a manner and by a time specified, opt in by notifying
the representative that the claim should be included in the collective
proceedings.

(12) Where the Tribunal gives a judgment or makes an order in collective proceedings, the
judgment or order is binding on all represented persons, except as otherwise specified.

(13) The right to make a claim in collective proceedings does not affect the right to bring
any other proceedings in respect of the claim.

(14) In this section and in section 47C, “specified” means specified in a direction made
by the Tribunal.]
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Textual Amendments
F1 S. 47B substituted (1.10.2015) by Consumer Rights Act 2015 (c. 15), s. 100(5), Sch. 8 para. 5(1)

(with Sch. 8 para. 5(2)); S.I. 2015/1630, art. 3(j)

Modifications etc. (not altering text)
C1 Pt. 1 certain functions made exercisable concurrently by 1998 c. 41, s. 67(3) (as substituted

(1.5.2004) by The Competition Act 1998 and Other Enactments (Amendment) Regulations 2004 (S.I.
2004/1261), reg. 1(a), Sch. 2 para. 6(2)(a))

C2 Pt. 1 certain functions made exercisable concurrently by 1991 c. 56, s. 31(3) (as substituted
(1.5.2004) by The Competition Act 1998 and Other Enactments (Amendment) Regulations 2004 (S.I.
2004/1261), reg. 1(a), Sch. 2 para. 4(2)(a))

C3 Pt. 1 certain functions made exercisable concurrently by S.I. 1992/231 (N.I. 1) art. 46(3) (as
substituted (1.5.2004) by The Competition Act 1998 and Other Enactments (Amendment) Regulations
2004 (S.I. 2004/1261), reg. 1(a), Sch. 2 para. 5(2)(a))

C4 Pt. 1 certain functions made exercisable concurrently by 1986 c. 44, s. 36A(3) (as substituted
(1.5.2004) by The Competition Act 1998 and Other Enactments (Amendment) Regulations 2004 (S.I.
2004/1261), reg. 1(a), Sch. 2 para. 1(2)(a))

C5 Pt. 1 restricted (1.5.2004) by The Competition Act 1998 and Other Enactments (Amendment)
Regulations 2004 (S.I. 2004/1261), regs. 1(a), 9(2)

C6 Pt. 1 certain functions made exercisable concurrently by 1989 c. 29, s. 43(3) (as substituted
(1.5.2004) by The Competition Act 1998 and Other Enactments (Amendment) Regulations 2004 (S.I.
2004/1261), reg. 1(a), Sch. 2 para. 3(2)(a))

C7 Pt. 1 certain functions made exercisable concurrently by S.I. 1996/275 (N.I. 2), art. 23(3) (as
substituted (1.5.2004) by The Competition Act 1998 and Other Enactments (Amendment) Regulations
2004 (S.I. 2004/1261), reg. 1(a), Sch. 2 para. 9(2)(a))

http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2015/15
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2015/15/section/100/5
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2015/15/schedule/8/paragraph/5/1
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2015/15/schedule/8/paragraph/5/2
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2015/1630
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2015/1630/article/3/j
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2004/1261
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2004/1261
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2004/1261/regulation/1/a
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2004/1261/schedule/2/paragraph/6/2/a
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2004/1261
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2004/1261
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2004/1261/regulation/1/a
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2004/1261/schedule/2/paragraph/4/2/a
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2004/1261
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2004/1261
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2004/1261/regulation/1/a
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2004/1261/schedule/2/paragraph/5/2/a
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2004/1261
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2004/1261
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2004/1261/regulation/1/a
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2004/1261/schedule/2/paragraph/1/2/a
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2004/1261
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2004/1261
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2004/1261/regulation/1/a
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2004/1261/regulation/9/2
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2004/1261
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2004/1261
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2004/1261/regulation/1/a
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2004/1261/schedule/2/paragraph/3/2/a
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2004/1261
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2004/1261
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2004/1261/regulation/1/a
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2004/1261/schedule/2/paragraph/9/2/a


4 Competition Act 1998 (c. 41)
Document Generated: 2023-04-24

Changes to legislation: 
Competition Act 1998, Section 47B is up to date with all changes known to be in force on or
before 24 April 2023. There are changes that may be brought into force at a future date. Changes
that have been made appear in the content and are referenced with annotations.
View outstanding changes

Changes and effects yet to be applied to :
– s. 46-49 applied in part by S.I. 2023/80 art. 22

Changes and effects yet to be applied to the whole Act associated Parts and Chapters:
– Blanket Amendment words substituted by 2005 c. 4 Sch. 11 para. 5
Whole provisions yet to be inserted into this Act (including any effects on those
provisions):
– s. 31G-31L and cross-heading inserted by S.I. 2019/93, reg. 8A (as inserted) by S.I.

2019/1245 reg. 3 (This amendment not applied to legislation.gov.uk. The affecting
statutory instrument has no legal effect. It was made under a procedure which meant
that it ceased to have effect 28 days after signing unless it was debated and approved
in Parliament within that time. It was not debated and approved within 28 days, so it
has expired with no effect.)

– s. 46(3)(ha)(hb) inserted by S.I. 2019/93, reg. 14(d) (as inserted) by S.I. 2019/1245
reg. 5 (This amendment not applied to legislation.gov.uk. The affecting statutory
instrument has no legal effect. It was made under a procedure which meant that it
ceased to have effect 28 days after signing unless it was debated and approved in
Parliament within that time. It was not debated and approved within 28 days, so it
has expired with no effect.)

– s. 47(1)(ca) inserted by S.I. 2019/93, reg. 15(b) (as substituted) by S.I. 2019/1245
reg. 6 (This amendment not applied to legislation.gov.uk. The affecting statutory
instrument has no legal effect. It was made under a procedure which meant that it
ceased to have effect 28 days after signing unless it was debated and approved in
Parliament within that time. It was not debated and approved within 28 days, so it
has expired with no effect.)

– Sch. 6A para. 1A inserted by S.I. 2019/93, reg. 29A(2) (as inserted) by S.I.
2019/1245 reg. 7 (This amendment not applied to legislation.gov.uk. The affecting
statutory instrument has no legal effect. It was made under a procedure which meant
that it ceased to have effect 28 days after signing unless it was debated and approved
in Parliament within that time. It was not debated and approved within 28 days, so it
has expired with no effect.)

– Sch. 6A Pt. 3 inserted by S.I. 2019/93, reg. 29A(4) (as inserted) by S.I. 2019/1245
reg. 7 (This amendment not applied to legislation.gov.uk. The affecting statutory
instrument has no legal effect. It was made under a procedure which meant that it
ceased to have effect 28 days after signing unless it was debated and approved in
Parliament within that time. It was not debated and approved within 28 days, so it
has expired with no effect.)
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