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TRANSLATION 

Treaty 
between the Russian Federation and Ukraine on Cooperation in the Use of the Sea of Azov 

and the Kerch Strait 

The Russian Federation and Ukraine, hereinafter referred to as “the Parties”, 

guided by the relations of friendship and cooperation between the peoples of Russia and 
Ukraine, fraternal ties that historically bind them; 

guided by the provisions of the Treaty on Friendship, Cooperation and Partnership between 
the Russian Federation and Ukraine of 31 May 1997 as well as by the Treaty between the Russian 
Federation and Ukraine on the Russian-Ukrainian State Border of 28 January 2003; 

noting the importance of the Sea of Azov and the Kerch Strait for the economic development 
of Russia and Ukraine; 

convinced that all matters relating to the Sea of Azov and the Kerch Strait must be settled only 
by peaceful means jointly or by agreement of Russia and Ukraine; 

based on the need to preserve the Azov-Kerch water area as an integral economic and natural 
complex used in the interests of Russia and Ukraine; 

have agreed as follows: 

Article 1 

The Sea of Azov and the Kerch Strait are historically internal waters of the Russian Federation 
and Ukraine. 

The Sea of Azov shall be delimited by the state border line in accordance with an agreement 
between the Parties. 
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Matters concerning the Kerch Strait water area shall be resolved by agreement between the 
Parties. 

Article 2 

1. Merchant vessels and warships as well as other government vessels flying the flag of the
Russian Federation or Ukraine used for non-commercial purposes shall enjoy freedom of navigation 
in the Sea of Azov and the Kerch Strait. 

2. Merchant vessels flying the flags of third States may enter the Sea of Azov and pass
through the Kerch Strait if they are bound for or returning from a Russian or Ukrainian port. 

3. Warships and other government vessels of third States used for non-commercial purposes
may enter the Sea of Azov and pass through the Kerch Strait if they are making a visit or business 
call to a port of either Party upon its invitation or permission agreed upon with the other Party. 

Article 3 

Russian-Ukrainian cooperation, including joint activities in the area of navigation, including 
the regulation thereof and navigational and hydrographic support, fisheries, protection of the 
maritime environment, environmental safety as well as search and rescue in the Sea of Azov and the 
Kerch Strait, shall be provided both through the implementation of existing agreements and the 
conclusion of new ones, where appropriate. 
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Article 4 

Disputes between the Parties related to the interpretation and application of this Treaty shall 
be resolved by means of consultations and negotiations, as well as other peaceful means as may be 
selected by the Parties. 

Article 5 

This Treaty shall be subject to ratification and shall enter into force on the date of exchange of 
the Parties’ instruments of ratification. 

Amendments and additions to this Treaty shall take the form of separate protocols that shall 
enter into force in accordance with the procedure set forth in paragraph 1 of this Article. 

Done at Kerch on 24 December 2003, in two copies, each in the Russian and Ukrainian 
languages, both texts shall have the same legal force. 

For the Russian Federation For Ukraine 

[V.Putin] [L.Kuchma] 
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)J,OrOBOP 

Me~y PoccniicKoii (J)e,llepaQneii H YKpannoii 
o COTPY.llHH'IeCTse B ncnoJJblOBaHHH AloBcKoro MOpH 

H Kep'leHcKoro nponnsa 

PoccHikKlUI <I>e.uepauHH H YKpaJiHa, .uanee HMeHyeMbie CTopoHaMH, 

pyKoBO.llCTsyacb OTHOIIIeHHHMH .upy)K6bi H corpy.UHH'IeCTBa Me)K.llY 

Hapo.uaMH PoccHH H YKpaHHW, HCTOpH'IeCKH CJIO)KHBIIIHMHCll 6paTCKHMH 

y3aMH Me)K.llY HHMH; 

pyKoso.ucTayacb nono)KeHHHMH ,noroaopa o .up~6e, corpy.UHH'IeCTBe H 

napTHepcTBe Me)K.uy PoccHHCKOH <I>e.uepauHeii H YKpaHHoii oT 31 MlUI 1997 

ro.ua, a TaK)Ke .noroaopa Me)K,lly PoccHHCKOH <I>e.uepauHei1 H YKpaHHOH o 

poCCHHCKO-yKpaHHCKOH rocy.uapCTBeHHOH rpaHHUe OT 28 liHBapll 2003 ro.ua; 

OTMe'!all Ba)KHOe 3Ha'!eHHe A3oBcKoro MOpH H Kep'!eHcKoro nponHaa .una 

JKOHOMH'IecKoro pa3BHTHll PoccHH H YKpaHHbi; 

6y,ny'IH y6e)K,lleHbl B TOM, '!TO BCe BOTipOCbl, KaCaJOIUHeCll A30BCKOrO 

MOpll 11 KepYeHCKOrO TipOJIHBa, .llOJI)I(Hbl peiiiaTbCll TOJibKO MHpHbiMH 

cpe.aCTBaMI1 cosMeCTHo HJIH no comacHJO PoccHH H YKpaHHbi; 

11CXO.llll 113 He06XO.llHMOCTH COXpaHeHHH A30BO-Kep'!eHCKOH aKBaTOpHH 

KaK UeJIOCTHOfO X03liHCTBeHHOfO H npHpO,llHOfO KOMTIJieKCa, HCTIOJib3yeMOfO B 

11HTepecax PoccHH 11 YKpaHHbi; 

1IOfOBOp11JII1Cb 0 HI1)KeCJie.UyJOIUeM: 

CTaTbH 1 

AJoBcKoe Mope H Kep'!eHCKI1H nponHB HCTOpH'IeCKH liBJiliJOTCll 

BHyTpeHHHMH ao.uaMH PoccHHCKOH <I>e.uepaUHH H YKpaHHbi. 

A30BCKoe Mope pa3rpaHH'IHBaeTCll JIHHHeH rocy.uapCTBeHHOH rpaHHUbi B 

cooTBeTCTBHH c cornaiiieHHeM Me)K.llY CTopoHaMH. 
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YperynuposaHHe sonpocos, OTHOCRIIlHXCR K aKBlrropmt: Kep"'eHcKoro 

npomma, ocymeCTBAAeTCll no comameHHIO MeJKJzy CropoHaMH. 

CTaTbH 2 

1. ToprOBbie cy.ua 11 soeHHble Kopa6JIH, a TaJOKe .upyrHe 

rocy.uapCTBeHHble cy.ua no.u qmaroM PoccHiicKoii: <l>e.uepamrn HJIH YKpaHHbi, 

3KCnJIYaTHpyeMbie B HeKOMMep"'eCKHX UeiDIX, nOJib3yiDTCR B A30BCKOM MOpe H 

Kep"'eHCKOM nponHBe cso6o.uoii: cy.uoxo.uCTBa. 

2. ToproBbie cy.ua no.u ljlnaraMH TPeTbHX rocy.uapCTB MOryT 3axo.uHTh B 

A3oBcKoe Mope 11 npoxo.uHTb "1epe3 Kep"'eHcKHii npomm, ecJIH oHH 

HanpaBAAIOTCll B pOCCHHCKHH HJIH YKpaHHCKHH nOPT HJIH B03Bpama!OTCll H3 

Hero. 

3. BoeHHbie Kopa6JIH 11 .upyrHe rocy.uapCTBeHHble cy.ua TPeTbHX 

rocy.uapCTB, 3KCJUJyaTupyeMble B HeKOMMep"'eCKHX UeAAX, MOfYT 3axO,UHTb B 

A30BCKoe Mope 11 npoxo,UHTb "1epe3 Kep"'eHcKHii: npomm, ecJIH OHH 

HanpasmiJOTCll c BH3HTOM HJIH .uenoBbiM Jaxo.uoM B nopT O,UHOH m CTopoH no 

ee np11rnarneHHI() 11;111 pa3perneHHIO, cornacosaHHOMY c .upyroii: CropoHoii:. 

CTaTbH3 

Poccm1cKo-yKpa11HCKoe COTPY!lHH"'eCTBO, B TOM '111CJie coBMeCTHall 

}lel!TeJibHOCTb B o6JiaCTI1 cy!lOXO!lCTBa, BKJIIO'Iall ero peryJIHpOBaHHe 11 

HasHraul1oHHo-ri1Jlporpaljll1'1ecKoe o6ecne'leHHe, pb160JIOBCTBa, 3aiUHTbi 

MOpCKOH cpe.Ubl, 3KOJIOfH'IeCKOH 6e30riaCHOCTH, a TaJOKe ri011CKa H cnacaHHR B 

A30BCKOM Mope 11 Kep'leHcKoM npomme, o6ecne'IHBaJOTCa KaK peanmauHeii: 

HMeiOIIIHXCll COrJiaiiieHHH, TaK 11 3aKJIIO'IeHHeM, B COOTBeTCTBYIQIIlHX CJIY"'aliX, 

HOBbiX }lOfOBOpeHHOCTeH. 
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CTaTbll4 

Cnopbi MeJKJlY CTopoHaMH, cBJOaHHble c TOJII(OBaHHeM H npHMeHeHHeM 

HacTOmuero ,llorosopa, pa3pemmoTcR nyreM KOHCYJibTIIIIHH H neperosopos, a 

TaiOKe npyrHMH MHpHbiMH cpenCTBaMH no Bb16opy CTopoH. 

CTaTbH 5 

1. HaCTORWmt ,llorosop no.llJie)KHT panulnoounm H scrynaeT B cHJiy c 

naTbi o6MeHa paTH<jlllliauHOHHbiMH rpaMOTaMH CTOpoH. 

2. YIJMeHeHIDI H nononHeimR K HaCTORWeMY ,llorosopy o<fJopMJIRIOTCR 

OTJleJibHbiMH DpOTOKOJiaMH, BCTYDaiOIIlHMH B CHJIY B COOTBeTCTBHH C 

npouenypoii, OnHCaHHoii s nyHKTe 1 HaCTORWeii Cntn.H. 

CosepmeHo B r. ~ ·~" neKa6pR 2003 rona, B Jl8YX 

3K3eMllilllpax. KIDKllbiii Ha pyccKoM H YKPaHHCKOM Jl3b!Kax, npH'IeM o6a TeKCTa 

HMeiOT OJlHHaKOBYIO CHJJy. 

Ja Poccaiic~cyJO <l>e11epauaJO 3a YKpaaay 
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